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THE GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.

AN EXHAUSTIVE REVIEW OF PUBLIC
MATTERS IN SOUTH CAROLINA.

Suggestions of the Chief Executive to the

General Assembly--The Various Interests

" of the State Which the Lawmakers Must

Sindy and Foster.

The annunal message of Governor
John Peter Richardson was presented
o each branch of the General Assembly
on the 2Tth nlt. It is a document of 28
octavo peges, replete with suggestions
touching the different interests of the
Btate. We give a synopsis of iis state-
ments and recommendations.

THEE STATE DEBT.

The Deficiency Bonds and Stock
maturing in July last amonnting to $420,-
592.26, were funded in new 41 per cent.
bonds— these latter being taken by in-
vestors in Sounth Carolins. Theremain-
ing portion of the State debt, which has
been funded under the Consolidation
.Acts of ‘1873-78-79, consists of Consol
Stock $2,161,140.26, Comnsol Bonds $3,-
.841,000, and the Agricultural College
Serip, a perpetual fund of $191,800.
These amounts added to the Blue 43 per
cent. Stocks of $183,000, and Blue 43
Bonds of $217,000, together with the
$5,187.73 Deficiency Bonds snd Stocks
yet io be redeemed, make the total fund-
ed debt $6,599,127.99. The Consol
Bonds and Stocks, amounting to 86,002,-
ggé%' ,are payable or redeemable in

The Governor recommends that the
Legislature take immediate steps to fund
that portion of the debt which mafures
in 1893. He farther suggests that some
measure be taken to induce the funding
of that portion of the Btate debt still
anfunded—amounting to $450,599.22.

FOBFEITED LANDS.

On the sobject of forfeited lands,
and the enforcement of the collection of
taxes, the Governor says: This serious
and diffienlt problen seems to have been
effectually solved by the passsge at the
last Legislature of *‘An Act in Relation
to Forfeited Lands, Delinquent, Lands,
snd Collection of Taxes.” ~As Chairman
of the Sinking Faond Commission—a
Board largely charged with the super-
vision of 1fs execution—my carefnl
observation of its practical operation
during the last year bas led me to the
couglasicn that this law is practical and
effective as it relates to the collection of
the levy of 1887 and future levies, and
also as it relates to the collection of back
taxes due the State prior to the levy of
1887, estimated at present to be $377,-
579, which is really a debt due by the
delinguent to the taxpsyer who hss

_ promptly paid his taxes.
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its solution no investigation of principle,
a8 it iuvolves none, but simply consid-
erations of policy as affecting the wishes
and vital interesis of & large and impor-
tant portion of the people of the State.
The decision upon this muck agitated
subject, arrived at by the last Legisla-
tare, after its mature and elaborate dis-
cussion for weeks, has been distarbed
and unsetiled by the istroduction of'a
new factor, viz.: the libersl bequest
made to the State for the establishment
of such an institution by a distin-
guished adopted citizen, $he Hon. T. G.
Olemson, at his demise during the spring
of the present year, coupled with cer-
tain conditions, which, under the ferms
of the will, mustattack to its acceptance
by the State. Naturally, therefore, the
whole matter has again bzen brought
before the people and fully and exhaust-
ively discussed in both the State and
county campaigns immediately preced-
ing the general electiors. There -can
then be no doubt whatever that you, the
chosen representatives of the people,
are in accurate sion of their views
and wishes, and being of all vocations in
life, and more largely of the agricultural
class than any other, are prepared at all
points to d ine wisely this mugh
vexed guestion.

While fully sensible thet the whole
responsibility of this determination rests
with you, I would most respectiully call
to your attention a few considerationsin
regard to this subject as necessarily af-
fecting any conclusion to be reached.
There can be no doubt, if it is the well
ascertained desire of the agricultural
class of the State that snch a college
should be established, that there should
be measures at once taken to thatend as
& just recognition of theirimportancein
numbers, intelligence and the value of
their productions. The farmers consti-
tute the very bone and sinew of the land,
and upon the result of their labors rest
all other industries, which must, there-
fore, be always best snbserved and most
effectually promoted when the occupa-
tion of farming is rcost suceessfully and
intelligently conducted.

Admitting the necessity of thorough
education and technical instruction to
the followers of this primal as of any
other pursuit in life, which surely no
one in this age of progress can question,
the duty of providing the means for
such edncation and instruction becomes
imperative, if not already existing.
Considerations of econcmy become sec-
ondary where results are to be so amply
compensating for the money expended.
Ii, therefore, in the judgment oi your
honorable body, in addition to the splen-
did opportunities offered by our mag-
nificent and superbly equipped Univer-
sity for the acquirement of agricultural
knowledge in all its deparfments, from
the most rudimental to the most scien-
tific in character, there be need of fur-
ther facilities in this direction, it would

the rebuiiding of the west wing of the
Citadel, and to the better equipment of the
mstitution. Cadels are begioning to enter
from other States, and the Governor con-
curs in the opinion of the Board of Visit-
ors that the school should so enlarge its
facilities as to retain this patronage and ic-
vite more of the samesort.

The institution for the education of the
deaf and dumb and the blind is admirably
menaged, and continues to do a beneficent
work for those children of the State who
need its iostruction. There are 102 in-
mates. There is need of a new building
for colored pupils and also some imprcve-
ments io the water supply. For these the
Governor concurs in the reguest of the
Board of Commissioners for a special ap-
p:opriation.

Claflin University, for negroes of Loth
sexes, is reported as doing a good work for
that race.

THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

The annual report of this department is
commended to the earnest consideration of
the Legislature. The duties with which it
is charged are of vital interest to all the
people of the State, and the manper in
which these duties have been performed
amply justifies the wisdom of the Legisla-
ture in establishing this department of the
State Government. During the year just
closed fhe department has continued the
experiments on the twoagricultural experi-
mental stations, located at Darlington and
Spartanburg; conducted State and County
Farmers’ Institutes; inspected and analyzed
commercial fertilizers on sale in the State;
supervised the phosphate interests; investi-

gated contagious diseases among domestic
apimals, and adopted measures for their
prevention: enforced the fish laws at various
points; established observation stations,

where climatic data are collected, and sent
daily weather indications {0 the numerous
display stations ueder its control; issued
monthly reports containing matters of in-

terest to the farmers, and weekly crop bul-
letins; collected, compiled and published
statistieal information; published pam-
phlets, maps &e¢, showing the recources
and industries of South Carolina; placed on
exhibition a splendid collection of the pro-
duets of the State, and conducted an exten-
sive correspondence.

These are all mattersof great iaportance,

and they are fully treated in the annual re-

ports of the Board and Commissioner.

The Commissioner urges the establish-
ment of river observation stations, where
the rise of streams may be promptly noted

and flood warnings given for the benefit of
stock raisers and farmers. The recent dis-

astrous floods preve the necessity for such

stations. The Commissioner calls atten-

tion to the defects in the fish laws, and

shows where they should be amended. He

also endorses the recommendations of the

special assistant of the department regard-

ing changes needed in the laws reguluting

phosphate mining. All of these matters

will doubtless receive your favorable con-

sideration.

Fhe Department of Agriculture asks for.
no appropriation from the Legislature. It

It would be eminently wise, therefore, | he both just and wise to aceede to thedis supported entirely by the privilege tax

to allow this law to remain upon the

. statute books just as il DOW Stancs, |legq
- without emasculation by amendment, | dence would dictate to establish such an
- with the single exception that it should | jngtitution as wounld sccomplish the

be so altered as to require the Counfy

demand for a separate Agricuitural Col-
and proceed by such steps as pru-

purpose sought, and be & credit to the
te.

Sheriff to sell on some regular salesdsy | Sa

‘under the direction of the Comptroller
+Greneral.

THE PUBLIO SCHOOLS.

“The enrollment of the public schools
for 1887’88 shows an increase of 18,417
pupils. Thereisalsoa gain of 14,036
in the average attendance, and e propor-
tonate gain in teachers and buildings.
There is evidence of increased interest
in the common schools, in the improve-
ment of school buildings, larger and
and more regular attendance, the hold-
ing of teachers’institutes, and the greater
readiness of communities fo fax them-
selves to extend the school-term. The
‘Winthrop Training School,
is commended to the examination and the
favorable consideration of the General
Assembly. Touching the education of
women, the Governor says:

In this day of individual enterprise,
when women are entering the many new
fields of modern progress, I hope you
will consider what may be done to have
phonography, telegraphy, photography,
and kindred sciences taught in these in-
stitntions. There is no reason wky

_our females, called to earn their

. bread by their own lsbor, should be
confined to the scool room. Their re-
marksble sptitude for teaching is simply
an ipdication of what they can do, and
have done, and will do in othir depart-
ments snited to the.r sex.

His Exceilency futher urges an earn-
est effort on the part of teachers and
gchool ofticers to increass the people’s
interest ir. the common schools and to
improve these institutions as one means
to *‘reach and elevate the masses,” and
ke expresses the hope that the dsy isnot
distant when the light of Enowleage, fed

. and guideda by Christian principles, will

find 1ts way into every home in our
- borders.
THE STATE UNIVEESITY,

After getting out the expansior of the
- State University, effected by the Act
passed- at the last session, Governor
Richardson eays:
«There are now 221 students in af-
‘tendance, with a strong probability,-from
letsers reveived by the authorities, that
‘the number will exceed 240 before the
.end of the current acedemic year. Oi
the 100 students entering for the first
4ime this yesr, the large msjority are
pursuing scientific eonrses of study.
‘The material is excellent, and & spirit of
loyal enthusiasm pervades the whole in-
stitntion. The Board of Trustees will
ask for the continuance of last year's
+appropriations, and 1 recommend that
the same be allowed them. |
«Jn commending to your fostering
care the University, our chief seat of
learning, and bespeaking for it your
liberal support, I do so in the firm con-
viction that there is no other ageney at
our command so potent for the advance-
mept of the best interests, material,
social, intellectual and moral, of cur
people.”
AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.
The wisdom and necessity of estab-
ing & high class institution of learn-
ing, devoted exclusively to instruetion
in the sciences pertaining to agrienl-
ture and in all the technological <tudies
and arts germane to this most important
and fundamental pursnit of man, has,
during the past three years, excited
great interest smong the people of this
State, and enlisted in its bebalf the
warmest advocacy and earnest efforts oi
many of our best and worthiest citi-
Zens.

This question is one that demands for

But this, [ am clearly of the opinion,
should be done without injury to, or the
least disturbance of, the organization of
a single institution now existing. There
could be no wisdom in, and therefore no
ezeuse for, pulling down one institution
already established npon the broadest
and most enlightened basis, and accom-
plishing & wondrous work towards the
intellectual advancement of oux young
men, to erect snother comparatively ex-
perimental in its system and far nar-
rower in its field of instruction and use-
fulness, Nor should the building of a
separate Agricultural College depend

any other bequest, for the State of South
Carolina is not as poor as some weuld
represent her to be, and by a careful
husbanding of her resources and the
honorable maintenance of her credit she
will, in the next few years, be amply
able to build and support such a college
withcut a dollar’s increase of taxation.
The refunding of her debt at the re-
duced rate of interest, she has the right
to expect by the wise management of
her finances will resnlt in the annual
saving of a sum—8120,000 at least—that
wili b2 more than sufficient to bailg,
equip and support in the most effective
manuer-a first-class institution. In this
eonnection I wounld suggest the iurther
utilization of our Experiment Stations
for the purpeses of egricultursl educa-
tion, by gradually converting them into
preparatory sehools, where the manusl
lsbor of the pupils could be successinlly
employed in the cultivation of the farms
and+ the conduct of experimentation,
while secaring for themselves, by their
own cfforts and without cost to the State,
the inestimable advantage of a technical
education. They would thus becowe
superb feeders of our higher institutions,
and the most worthy, ndustrious and
proficient among the pupils might be
awarded scholarships in our State TUi-
versity as an incentive to ambition and
exeriion.

I cannot, in fairpess and frankness,
pass from this subject without & brief
expression of my views on the matter of
the *Clemson bequest,” slready allnded
to, which, I presume, will be brought
before you in some shapez for your con-
sideration. lts acceptance or rejection
u.on the conditions with which it is en-
cumbered is & matter solely for your de-
termination and in which rno executive
officer has either voice or vote. Butmy
sense of duty compels me to say that
while I would rejoice to see the State in
possession of so handsome & property
and so large a donation, especially hal-

of her grandest ard greatest son, I am
decidedly of the opiuion that it would
comport neither with ber frue interest
nor sovereign dignity as an ivdependent
Commonwenith to hastily and fvrmally
accept it before the validity of the will
is clearly and judicially established and
before & positive and unguestioned as-
certainment of the fact is had that the
institution, when established, shall be
and forever remain under the supreme
and sole control of the State.

Bat upon your honorable body, as I
have said, rests the responsibility of the
determiration of this question. and with
these thoughts I leave it in your hands
in full confidence of your reaching the
wisest and most righteous conclusion.

OTHER STATE SCHOOLS.

The Citadel Academy is in 2 flourishing
condition. There is need of additional
quarters and additonal equipment. The
(Governor recommends that the amount re-

-

lowed &s it is by the clustering memories | §

on commercial fertilizers and its finances
are so managed that the income from this
source is sufficient to meet all of its ex-
penses. Its good work is epparent, and is
more appreciated the more it is investigated
aad understood.

EXPERIMENTAL STATIONS.

The Experimental Stations, as now es
tablished, comprisethe following: A central
scientific staff at Columbia, with the neces-
sary offices and laboratories, and three
farms—one at Spartanburg, one at Colum-
bia and one at Darlington. The upper
farm contains 300 acres, the middle farm
120 acres, and the lower 227 acres. Each
farm is supplied with siock, implements
and machinery, including engines, gins,
presses, mills, cutters &c. ides the
work of preparation required to bring these
farms into proper condition, a large num-
ber of field tests were planved and con-
ducted. There were 656 experimental plats

in Columbis, | upon the acceptance of the Clemson or | in cotton, 420 in corn, 56 in wheat, 48 in

aats, and about 50 in miscellaneous crops,
such as grasses, clovers, peas, soja beans,
;zzi]I%Ls. sorghums, &c., or upward of 1,200
in all.

Each test was carefully duplicated and
repeated on each farm. The checking and
verification thus obtained give great weight
to the results.  About 50 different varieties
of cotton were tested. E

I tne luboratories at Columbia, analyses
were made of typical soils ¢f the State, of
farm crops at different stages of growth, of
diffi rent mepnrial materials, &e. Z
Numierous varietits of commercial seeds
were examined to determiue their purity
and vitulity. Tust, cholera, add othber dis-
enses of piauts aod animals were studied,
and an elsborate series of meteorolegic ob-
servation bearing upon the physical proper-
ties of «uils was begun, An accwunt of
some of these tests and analyses has beea
given to the public iu the quarterly bulletics
and the operntions for tne entire year will
be fully discussed in the aonual report,
which will appear, is accordance with the
requirements of the Hutch Act, on the first
of pext February.

The stations are ably officered, the farms
are being rapidly brought into good condi-
tivn for the work in hand, important lines
of investigation have been entered upon,
and wu-h valuable experience has been
acquired, smd results of the highest im-
portavce to our agricultural interests may
he expected, in sewe time, to tollow from
the tLorough establishmnent of these
staticns.

PENAL AND CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS.
The State pecitentiury contains 894 con-
viers, of which wumber 843 are colored
and 31 are white; there being 45 colored
and 2 white femules.  OF these Mr. I 8.
Pringle bas 217 at work on phosphate
mines near Summerville, S. C., 199 are
employed on shee and Losiery inside the
prison, snd the bulance on the various
farms, with the exception of a small pum-
ber leased by the contractors of the Colum-
bia Capal. The financial condition of the
prisor is good, the collections from all
sources the past year having amounted to
3,444 23 more than it cost to sustain it.
When the expected collections are applied
to the lizbilities, it is expected that there
will be s clear balance of sbout $10,000.
In covsequence of loss from floods end
other disnsters, the Directors bave been un-
able to repay the $25,000 loaned to them,
and they ask an extension of ope year, in
the assured hope of repairing past losses
in that time. The physical condition of
the convicts is satisfactory.

The unnuul report of the Regents of the
Lunatic Asylum exhibits fully the opera-
tions of the last year, and clearly states the
condition and requirements of this institu-
tion. The number of inmates increased
from 649 to G680, of whom 393 are white
and 287 are colored. It appears that the
population would have been notably larger
Lut for the liberal resort to the policy of
sending home on triul such convalescents
4s it was thought might be trusted. Thus
last year, of the 155 released on probation,
only 27 returped, and all except 29 have
been discherged. That the present build-
ings should be crowded is not surprising

covered from the United States government
for the use of the buildings be applied to | 8
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when
ives the number of insane, epileptic, and
idiotic as 2,700, sll of whom may, accord
ing to our laws, be committed to the
asylum.

The institution seams lo have been econ-
omically conducted. There are tables to
show that the cost of maintenance bas
been gradually redaced from $202 in 1876
to $140, and that the daily cost to the State
of each patient is only 24 cents. The Gov-
ernor concuts with the Superintendent in
the opinion that further retreachment is
impracticable without lowering the stand-
ard of the institution and impairing its use-
fulness.

THE RAILROAD COMMISSION.

On the subject of Btate supervision of
railroads the Governor recommends that
the powers of the Rsilroad Commissioners
be enlarged so as {o ecable them to require
railroads within South Carolina to regulate
their rates of freight within the State so
that the public shall derive the greatest
benefit possible consistent with the interest
of the railroad corporations. He invites
the attention of the Legislature to the sub
ject of railroads in general, in order that
such legislation may be had as will sufli-
ciently protect the interests of the public.

OTHER MATTERS.

The State militia is reported in excellent
condition. The Governor recommends s
liberal support of the citizen soldiery.
Attention is called to the report of the
Board of Pensions. The total number of
gpplications filed in the Comptroller's
cffice during the year and up to 30tk Sep-
tember is 2.623. The Pension Board ap-
proved 2,025 of the applications filed; 1,492
of these were in favor of widows of soldiers
who lost their lives in the service of the
State or Confederate States, and 533 in
favor of soldiers wouanded in said service,
The Board disapproved 598 applications, of
which 371 were for soldiers, and 227 for
widows. Of the  $530,000 applica
ble to pecsions there is an unexpended bal-
ance of $212.

The Governor suggests such further ap-
propriations for the completion of the State
House as the Legislature may deem con-
sistent with the resources of the State.
The appropriation of $2500 for the State
Agricultural and Mechanical Society the
Governor thinks should be continued.
Attention is celled to the suggestion of
Major Harry Hammond, of Aiken, that
the Legislature co-operate with the Legis-
lature of Georgia in making an appropria-
tion for a topographical survey of the Sa-
vaonah river, with the view to ask the
national government for the means to make
the stream safely navigable and to preven
disastrous overflows. _ !

CONCLUSION.

The message concludes as follows: “I
bave thus presented for your information
and consideration as full und clear a state-
ment as possible of the condition of the
State in all the departments of the Govern-
ment. with suggestion of such measures as
have appeared to my.mind expedient or
necessary. Indoing this I have endeav-
ored to discharge faithfully, and with loyal
heart, my whole dutyunder. the Constitu-
tion, and now invoke upon your delibera-
tions the guidance and blessing of the Di-
vine Wisdom, the only true and unfailing
source of peace, happiness, prosperity and
progress to peoples and nations.”

xae Child's Volce in Singing.

Frederick S. Law, in The Voice, dwells
al length on some of the dangers of al-
lowing children to sing in public, par-
ticularly when under the care of ignorant
or irresponsible conductors. Ona case i=
mentioned of a girl who was permitted
to sing in halls large enough to test tho
powers of experienced artists, and who,
consequently, at the age of 10, although
she hed started out with great promise,
bad no volce at all left. "It is,” says
Mr. Law, “as much of an impossibility
for & child to produce full and sonorous
notes as it would be to load it down with
heavy weights and expect it to wall at
once. Many who would regard tle latter
as en act of cruelty will listen with com-
placency to & child straining every nerfe
to fill & large room with a volce that from
its nature is not intended for such use.”
Mr. Law concludes: *“The instruection
of children, as regards the.voice. should
be almost entirely negative—that is, they
do mot require teaching what to docse
much as-what npt to do. - They may be
trusted to form their tones as they please,
if they do not sing too loundly mor with
eny undue effort. If these conditions
cannot be secured, they should not Le
allowed to sing at sll. Nothing ismore
painful than to hear a child struggle to
il a large reom with a voice crippled
from an attempt to wrest from nature
what is not there. In no way can wefind
ompensation for such an exhibition. The
mind receives no pleasure, as there can bo
no intellectual grasp of the subject, while
tho ear is tortured by shrill and distorted
sounds which aweken a natural anxiety
for the child's future welfare. A Lealthy
child possessed of a good ear is the most
patural singer in the world, because the
most unconscious. It is only when tam-
pered with by those who should know
better that disastrous redults are to Le
feared.”—DBrooklyn Eagle.

Method of Electric Writlng.

A small needle is vibrated to and fro by
the alternate currents. Attached to the
end of the needle isa siphon about the
hundredth part of an inch in diamecter,
through which ink flows constantly. Tkhe
point of the siphon or pen rests on a strip
of peper which is sutomatically pulled
vnder it, and as the needle vibrates the
pen marks the vibrations in zigzag lines
on the paper. The operator reads the
signals off os the{ pass before him and
writes them on the ususl blanks, while
an attendant coils up the paper strip and
files it away. There is no noise as with a
Morse instrument, and no ‘“‘calling.”
The paper goes tlong continually snd
when thic operator at the other end of the
cable has 2 message to transmit he goes
right shead with it. The sending opera-
tor sits to the right of the receiver and
manipulates two keys side by side, one
for the positive and the other for the
negative current. There isno sounding
instrument except the keys, and the
operator has no meens of knowing how
well he is doing, except that when it does
not reach the othg end diéat,incttl}jzr the
sending operator there notiies the re-
ceiver at tgis end, who tells his cssociate
where fo repeat from.

A Morse operstor unacqualnted with
ceble work would think the sending
aoperator was merely “‘drumming” on the
keys, as there appears to be no sygtem
about it to the uninitiated.—New York
World.

She had auburn bair, and he wanted to
say something very cutting, so he observed
*In some parts of the West, I believe, they
light the streets with red-headed girls.”
“Hump! That never would do in your
town,” apswered the girl. ‘“Why not?”
asked the young fellow. *'Why, you'd be

hugging the lamp-posts all day, as well as
half the night,” was the crushing reply.

vi:e ;x-ms.i&er that the census of .1“830
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TALMAGE'S IDEAS OF FOOD.

HE DISCOU#SES ON THINGS THAT
ARE TABOOED.

The Vultures of Soclety, the Bats of Ile-
ligton, the Chameleon In Church and
Business, the Lugubrious Owl and the
Slow and Beneless Snail--Some Hard Hite,

At the Brooklyn tabernacle Sundsy
the Rev, Dr. Talmage preached fo a
large audierce on *Forbidden Dict.”
He took his text from Leviticus xi., 13-
30—¢‘And these are they which ye shall
have in abomineation among the fowls:
the owl, the vulture and the bat. There
also shull be unclean to you among the
creeping things that creep upon the
earth, the chameleon and the snail.”

“Tre Bible offers very possible variety
of theme, of argument and of illustra-
tion,” seid the preacher. ‘‘We care not
much io what kind of a pitcher ibe
water of life is brought, if it is ouly the
clesr, pure water. God gave the ancients
a ligt of the apimals that they might eat
and a list of animals that they might not
eat. These people lived in a hot climate,
and certain forms of animal food cor-
rapted their blood and disposed them to
scrofnious disorders, depraved their
appetites and bemeaned their souls. A
mean’s food, when he has the means and
opportunity of selecting it, suggests his
morsl nature,

“The reason the wild Indian is as crnel
as the lon, is because he has food that
gives him the blood of a Lion. A
missionary among the Indians says, that
by changing his styie of food to corre-
spond with theirs, his femperament was
entirely changed. There are certain
forms of food that have a tendency to

affect themoral nature. Many a Christian
is trying to do by prayer, that which

diet.

PORE A POOR DIET.
For instance, he who uses swine's flesh
for constant diet, will be diseased in
body, and polluted ot sonl—all his litur-
gies and catechisins notwithstanding,
The Gadarene swine were possessed of
the devil, and ran down a steep place
into the sea, and all 10e swine ever since
seem-to have been similarly possessed.
In Leviticns, God struck this meat off
the table of his peovle, and placed be-
iore them a bill of 1ure, at once health-
{ul, nutriticus and generous.
*‘But higher then this physical reason,
there was & spiritual reason why God
chose certain forms of food for the
ancients. God gives = peounliar diet to
his people, rot only because he wanted
them to be distinguised from the
surrounding nations, but becanse certain
birds and animale, by reasom of their|
habits, have always been suggestive of
moral qualities. By the list of things
from which they were to abstain, God
wished to prejudice their minds against
certain evis; snd in the list of lawinl
things given, he wished to suggest
certain things given, he wished o suggest
certain forms of good.. When God
solemuly forbade his people to eat the
owl, the vulture, the bat, the chemeleon,
and the spail, He meant to drive out of
his people all the tins that were thus
emblemized.
“] wuke the suggestion of the tez&m
and say thst one of the first unclesn
things the Christian needs to drive ount
of s soul is the owl. Tho owl is the
meluncholy bird of night. It hatches
cui whole broods of superstitions. It is
duleful und hideons. When it sings it
sings through its nose. It loves the
gluom of night beiter than the bright-
Dess of the day. Who has not slept in
the cabin near the woods and been
awakened in the night by the dismal
“‘too-hoo” of the owl? Melancholy is the
owl that is perched in many a Christian
soul, Ifisan unclean bird, and needs
to be driven away.

SUNRHINE IS LIFE.

‘A man whoee sins are pardoned and
who is ou the roed to Heaven has no
right to be gloomy. He saye: ‘I have so
muny doubis.” Lnat 1s because ‘you are
lazy.’ Go zctively to work in Christ's
cause and your dvabts will vanish, Youn
say : ‘I bavelost my property, but Ireply:
*Yyu bhave ipfinite tressares laid up in
Heaven,’ You say: ‘Fam weak and sickly
und going to die.” Then be congratulated
thut you are so near eternal health and
perpetuul gladness. Catch a few morp-
g larks for your son!, and stone this
owl off your premises.

“As a litle girl was eating the run
duzsbed upon her spoon, and she cried,
‘0, wamma, 1 have swellowed u spuon-
ful of snnshine!” Would God that we
might ail indalge in the same beverage!
Cleerfulness; it malkes the homliest face
hzndeome; it gakes the hardest mattress
soft; it rans the loom that weaves buiter-
cups and rainbows end suroras. God
made the grass black? No; that would
be too sombre. God maede the grass red?
No; that would be tco gaudy. God
made the grass green, that by this
parable all the worid might be led toa
subdued chbeerfuiness., Head your Bible
in the sunshine. Remember that your
physical health is elosely allied to your
spiritaal. The heart and the liver are
only & few inchesapart, and whataffects
one ¢ ffects the other, A historian records

Lome, Hannibal's assanliing army was
frightened away in retrcat. And there
is 1n the greut ountbuorsting joy of =
Christian sonl that which can drive back
any inferna! besegement. -Liais love
dark closets, and satan loves to burzow
in & glovmy soul.

¢1i: joice in the Liord, Oh ye righteoun ,
and agsin I zay, rejoice!

“Hoist the window of jour soul in
this the 12 o'cluek of spuitual mght
ful thie pua to your stowder sod sim
at ike biack jungle from which the
hooting comes; pull the trigger and drop
that croaking, lothsome, Lideous owl of
religions melancholy into the busbes.

DETESTABLE GOSSIPS. |

«The most loathsome, miserable, God-
forsaken whretch on earth is a gossip.
I can tell her on the street though I
have never seen her before. She walks
fast and has her bonnet strings lcose,
for she hasnot had time to tie them
gince she heard that last scandal. She

looks both ways as she passes, hoping to
\eee new evidences of depravity in the

cannot be done except through corrected | partly

that vy the sound of great laughter in|J
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windows, I think that when Satan has
& job go infinitely mean that in all the
pit he cannot find a devil mean enough
to do it, and all bribes and threats have
failed to get one willing for infernal
crusade, he says to one of his sergeants:
‘Go up to Brooklyn, and in such a street,
on such & corner, get that gossiping wo-
man, and she will be glad to do it.” _

“And sure enough, like s hungry fish,
she takes the hook in her mouth, and
Satan slackens the line and lets her ron
ont farther and farther, nutil after awhile
ite says: ‘It is time to haul in that line,’
and with a few strong pulls he brings her
to the beach of fire. What do you say?
That she was & member of the Chareh?
[ cannot help that, When Salan goes
a-fishing be does not care what school
the fish belong to, whether it is 2 Pres-
byterian mackerel or an Episcopalian
selmon. Amid the thunder erash of Si-
nai God s2id: ‘Thou shalt not bear false
witness against thy neighbor.” And in
Leviticus he says: ‘Thou shalt not go up
and down as a tale bearer.’

«*Take not into your ear that scam of
hell that people call tittle-tattle. Who-
soever willingly listens to a slaader is
equaily guilty with the one who tells it,
and an old writer says they ought both
to be hung—the one by the tongue and
the other by the ear. Do not smile upon
such a spaniel, lest, like a pleased dog,
he put his dirty paw upon you. Throw
back the shuticr of your soul, oh Chris-
tian men and women, and see if there
be within you a valture with filthy talons
and cruel besk, Let not this unclean
thing roost in your soul, for my text
saye: ‘Ye shall hold in abomination
among the fowls, the valture.’

CEOOSE EABTH OR HEAVEN.

“But, my friends, your worldly fo--
tuues will not last, I will buy out now
all that you will be worth in worldly es-
tate seventy-five years from now. I have
the money in my pocket with which to
doit, Hereitis, Two cents! Itisa
-large sum to offer for all you will possess
at the close of seventy-five years. Choose
the world if yon want to, but, if not,
thén chcose heaven. That estate lies
on this side of the river, but
mostiy on the other. Itiseveraccamu-
lating. The prospect of it makes one
independent of earthly misfortunes, so
that Rogers, the martyr, slept eosonndiy
the night before his burning they vio-
lently shook him in order to get him
awake in time for the execation, and
Paul exults at the thought of the oy
unspesksable and full of glory.’

THE CHANGING CHAMELEON.

¢Again, taking the suggestion of the
text, drive out the chameleon from your
gonl. There is some difference between
good men as to the name of this creep-
ing thing which God pronounced un-
clean, bat I shall take the opinion which
seems best suited to my purpose. The
chameleon is a reptile, chiefly known by
its changeableness of color, taking the
color of the thing next to it, sometimes
brown, sometimes red and sometimes
gray, but elways the color of its sur-
roundings, & type of that class of Chris-
tians who are now one thing in religious
faith and now another, jast to suit cir-
cumstanezs, always taking their color of
religious belief from the man they are
talking to. They go to one place and
are first-rate Unitarians. ‘Jesus was a
good man, but nothing more.” They go
to Princeton and they are Trinitarians,
almost willing to die for the divinity of
Jesus. .
ADVIOE TO A DAUGETER,
«Aq infidel was called to the bedside
Lof his daughter. The daughter said:
<Father, which shall I believe, you or
mother? Mother took the religion of
Christ, and died in its embrace; you say
that religion is & humbug. Now I am
going to die, and I am very much per-
plexed; shall I believe you, or take the
belief of my mother? The father seid:
4Choose for yourself.” She said: ‘No, I
am too weak to choose for myself; 1
want you to choose for me.’
s Well,’ said the father, after much
hesitation and embarrassment, ‘Mary, 1
think you had better take the religion of
your mother.” The time will come when
we shall have to believe semething. We
cavnot afford to be on the fenecs in reli-
gion. Truth and error are set opposite
to each other. The one is infinitely
right, apd the other infinitely wrong.
On the judgment day we must give an
acconnt of what we believed as well as
for what we acted. The difference be
tween believing tiuth and believing
error is the difference between paradisc
and perdition. Ibegyou, in the light
of the Bible, and on your knecs beforc
God, to form your religious opinion and
then stick to it, though business com-
penions scoff, and wits caricature, and
the air crackles with the fires of martyr-
dom. Surely truths in behalf of whicu
Christ died, and angels of God trooped
forth, and the whole universe is mur-
shaled, are worth liviog for and worti
dying fcr. Amidst the most unclean
things is this ever changing chameleon
of religious theory. Away with the
reptile! God abhors it with an all-con-
suming abhorrence.

SLOW AS A SNAIL,

“(Qrce more; Take the suggestion o!
the text, and drive out the snail from
your soul. God has declared it unclear.
It is an animal to be found everywhere
between the coldest north and the hot-
test south. There are 1,500 species of
the snail. They have no backbone, and
they are so slow that their movement is
almost imperceptible. You see & enuil
in one placa to-day; go to morrow and
cu will find it has advinced only-a few
inches. It pecomes un emblem of that
large class of Christiau people who go
to work with aslowness and sluggishiness
thatds wonderful. They are stopved by
every little obstucle, beeause, like tle
snail, they have mo basklone. Others
riount up ou eagles’ wings, but they go
at a snail’s pace.

() ¢hild of God, srouse! We have
apotheosized prudence aud cuution long
enovgh. Prudeneo is a beantiful grace,
but of all the family of Uhristian graces
I like Lier the least Lecanse she has beer
merried =0 often to laziness, sloth and
gtupidity. We have a million idlers in
the Lord's vineyard who pride them-
selves on their prudence. ‘Be prudent,’
said the dism'gles to Christ, ‘and stay
away from Jerusalem,” but he went.
‘Be prudent,” gaid Paul’s friends, ‘and
look out for what you say to Felix;' but
he thundered away until tbe ruler’s
knees knocked together. In the eyes of
the world the most imprudent inen that
ever lived were Martin Luther and John
Oldecastle, and Wesley and Eno-s. My
opinion is that the most imprudent and

reckless thing is to stand still. It is well
to hear our commander’s voies when he
says ‘Helt!” but quite so important to
hear it when he eays ‘Forward! This
Gospel ship made to plow the sea at fif-
teen knots an hdnr, is not making thre8.
Sometimes it i3 most prndent to ride
your horse slowly and pick out the way
for his feet, and not strike him with the
spurs; but when a band of Shoshonee
Indians are aiter you in full tilt, tha
mosh prudent thing for. you to do is to
plunge in the rowels and put your horse
to a full run, shouting: ‘Go ’long!’ natil
the Rocky Mountains echo it. The foea
of God are pursuing ums. The world,
the flesh, and the Devil are after us, and
vur wisest course is fo go shead at
swiftest speed.

DRIVE OUT ALL UNCLEAN THINGS.

“When the Church of God gets, to
advancing too fast, it will be time enough
to use caution. No need of puiting on
the brakes while going up hill, D¢ not
let us sit down waiting for something ‘to
turn up,’ but.goahmg in the namse of
Gsod, snd turn it up. The great danger
to the Church now is not sensation, but
stagnation. Oh, that the Lord G.d
would end a host of aroused and conse-
crated men to set the Church on fire,
and to torn the world upside down! Let
us go o ‘work and cateh the last snail in
our souls,

*With Divine vehemence let usstamp
its life ont, for my text declares: ‘Theso
algo shall be unelean to you awmong the
crecping things that cresp upon the
earth; the chameleon and the spail.’ I
have thus tried to prejudice these Chris-
tian men and women against gloominess,
uod slander, and half-and-half experi-
epces, aad changeableness and sloth.
Our opportunities for'getiing better are
being rapidimswallowed up in the re-
morseless past. This golden Sabbath is
about to drop ount of the calendar. This
moment may we drive out all the unclean
thiugs from our souls—the valtare, and
the bat, and the owl, and the chameleon
and the sneil; and in place thereof bring
iu the Lamb of God and the Doye of
the Spirit! The case is urgent. Arouse!
Lefore it be eternally too late! ‘What-
soever thy hand find th to do, do it.’”

DON'T- TALK 100 MuvH.

Hints for Retall falesmen Who Deslre to
Be Suceessful. -

To be a successful salesman one must
maintain a certain amount of reserve.
Too much talk has spoiled many a goo.l
trade. It is tiresome to purchasers,
who frequently prefer to be guided by
their own judgment than by the sug-
gestions of store clerks. People who
buy goods, particularly the ladies,.gen-
erally think over what they want and
make up their minds before they start
out-on a shopping expedition about
what they want and what they feel
they can afford to pay for it Whe’n
they enter a store and call for a certain
guality of goods they expect the salese
man to place before them what they
desire—not to suggest they know somee
thing a good deal better, which they
are sure will give them far greater satise
faction. -

Customers as & general thing do not
like talkative and garrulous store
clerks, they prefer 1 quiet, obliging,
dizmified salesman, who will show them
eoods without any ostentatious display
of his person or intellectual imbecility.
Clerks should never be impertinent or
gnappish, even to their inferiors. They
should learn to treat all customers with
courtesy and ‘impartial politeness.
Jokes, stories znd sloppy sentimen$
should never hy manner or expression
do or say any thing to offend the dige
nity of a matron or bring a blush to s
moidest maiden's cheek. They should
never remind any homespun agricule
turist of any unpleasant mistake he
may have made in his past career,.for
such men are always more or less sense
ative and do not like to be made a butd
of. :
Many a clerk by trying to say some’
smart thing has lost a good customer
to his employer and made himself an
object of subsequent aversion to the
party whom he has offended. Sales-
men should talk just enough and
should have sufficient common sense .
to know when they have talked enough.
They should be polite and patient
under provocation and use their utmost
endeavors to make friends for employ-
ers, thus aiding in building up and
successfully carrying on business.
Somc may think these remarks com-
mon-piace, but they play a more im-
portant part in the success or failure of
the retail storekeeper than many im-
agine.—Grocer's Criterion.

—
How to Crush Suspicions.

There are many suspicions that need
erushing in the bud. We fancy our
friend is cool to us; we imagine some
one has slighted us; we suspect our
neighbor of baving spokenill of us.
Most likely we are mistaken, and. in
any case, we could never probably
search into the matter. Our trust in
our friecnd or our own self-respect
should lead us to put away such
tnoughts, to abandon such suspicions.
Some one has, perhaps, dropped a poi-
sonous word of scandal into our ears.
Let us banish it from oyr thoughts with
scorn. Circumstances may tend to cast
suspicion on one whom we honor, let
us continue to trust him in our heart of
hearts. We may f[ear that some one
has committed a fault, which, however,
does not concern us in the least, and in
wlich we are not called upon to inter-
fere; let us expel the idea as an unwci-
cnme intruder. Inone of these iwo
ways suspicion may be rightly dealt
with. If as & warning it has a mission
to perform, it will do its work;if it is
an unworthy or an idle conjecture, it
will bedismissed. In eithercase jtwill
pass away, as all suspicions are meant
to do. As transient guests of the mind~
they may be useful in establishing tho
innocence which should be broughti to
light, or in proving the guilt which
should be purged away. But as per-
manent inmates of the mind their influ-

ence is most pernicious.—Philadelphia
Ledaer. :



